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B iE
100 Club - Revd. Michèle drew the 100 Club
on the first Sunday in February and the winner
was Pat Webb. A home team win for one of our
original contributors. Pat was in Church and
was happy to receive the £10 note and unlike
Sheila she didn’t ask for an envelope and
congratulations. There is still time to buy a 100
Club ticket for £10 and this gives four chances
of getting a £10 win one of the £50.

Norman
TV Licensing scam - I have recently received
an email purporting to come from TV licensing.
It advises that my Direct Debit has failed and
that I need to deal with the problem by ‘clicking’
on a link. A glance at the sender’s email
address is enough for me to consign the email
to my ‘junk’ folder. Please we aware as these
types of scam are on the increase. If in any
doubt - junk it.
We have local elections for one of our
councillors on 4th May. This year the
government have introduced new rules which
include the fact that all electors have to produce
photo identification when they vote. If you do
not have any form of photo id you will need to
get a ‘Voter Authority Certificate” as your id.
Further information can be found on the
Thurrock council website at:-
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/voting-and-
registering-to-vote/changes-to-voting-in-
elections
After the morning service on 26th February
we had the first of our Lent lunches with

another to follow at St. Francis on Saturday 25th

March at 1pm. The lunches consist of a simple
meal of soup and bread and the idea is that
diners donate the cost of their usual lunch to
our Lent appeal. Everyone is welcome so you
can just turn up. This year we are supporting
the Disaster Emergencies Committee’s appeal
for funds to help with relief in Turkey and Syria
after the devastating earthquakes. Quite apart
from our lunches, if you would like to make a
donation, speak to any one of the church
officers or access the DEC website.
The start of Lent reminds us that Easter is not
far away and we will start this year’s open
afternoons at St. Catherine’s on Easter Sunday
from 2-4pm. We will then be open on the last
Sunday of the month until October. Please note
that we no longer open on Bank Holiday
Mondays.
Easter Lilies – If you would like to make a
contribution towards the cost of the flowers  for
Easter and in particular buy an Easter Lily in
memory of a loved one then please speak  to
Pam Painter or Kathy Bird or add your name to
the list at the back of the church. The Easter
Lilies are £3.50 each
Our Bible Study and fellowship group which
meets at St. Francis (see the Pewtalk calendar
and newsletter for dates) is, during Lent, looking
at ‘Speeches that changed the World’ and the
first one that we considered was Malala
Yousafzai’s speech to the United Nations.
Malala was the young girl that was shot by the
Taliban for campaigning for girls to be educated.

 British Summer Time
The end of March sees the return of British Summer Time so

remember to make your clocks “spring” forward one hour overnight
on the 25th March



Reflections from The Rectory

Let’s make 19th March a Mothering Sunday
Our Lenten journey continues and we head now towards the events of
Holy Week and Easter. Lent is a time for reflection and for some people
that reflection will be aided by ‘giving up’ something that they enjoy such
as chocolate or cake.
The noble and much disciplined amongst us might follow this sacrifice
for all the weeks of Lent but for those who struggle with the will power
needed to avoid those special treats will be pleased to know that on

every Sunday in Lent you are allowed to break your ‘fast’. This is because every Sunday is a
mini Easter celebration and fasting and sadness not allowed.
One very significant celebration that takes place during Lent is ‘Mothering Sunday’ which this
year falls on Sunday 19th March.Mothering Sunday can be a day of mixed emotions. For many
it’s a happy, joyous day, but for others it’s one of pain and grief. It is a day to celebrate love but
it is also a day to acknowledge those who cannot have children or have lost them and those who
have no relationship, or a difficult relationship with their mother.In the dying moments of His life,
Jesus honoured Mary His mother by showing her love and care. He entrusted His mother to
John’s protection: ‘When Jesus saw His mother there, and the disciple whom He loved standing
nearby, He said to her, ‘Woman, here is your son,’ and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’
From that time on, this disciple (John) took her (Mary) into his home.’ (John 19:26, 27). A new
family unit was created. While affirming the importance of mothers, Jesus reminds us that the
love we show on Mothering Sunday is just a token of our continuous appreciation of them.
It is perhaps helpful to note at this point that the name the church gives to this special day
is ‘Mothering Sunday’ and not ‘Mother’s Day’. This is because in the past,
the tradition was that people would return to their ‘mother’ church on this
Sunday. Week by week people would have attended their local parish
church or chapel (known as a ‘daughter’ church). On Mothering Sunday
people were encouraged to attend services at the larger ‘Mother’ church
or Cathedral or even to the church where they would had been baptised.
In order that families might be together on this special day children who
had left home to take up work as domestic servants or to serve
apprenticeships would be allowed to return home and on route gathered
posies of wild flowers from the hedgerows to give to their mothers.

Every Blessing, Revd Michèle.

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be
with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



Operation Christmas Child (the Shoebox appeal)

Here is a letter that Sheila and Norman received from Diane Nicholson, who is the local
contact for Operation Christmas Child, thanking us for our continuing support and giving
an update on this year’s collection.
“Dear Sheila and Norman,
Thank you Sheila for your time yesterday.  Please share our thanks, when you can, with
your church family at St. Catherine's.  We are so pleased you want to continue.
Locally,  (SS postcodes mostly) we gathered in 4,197 Shoeboxes,  which
we were delighted with, the UK total was 252,022 and worldwide  10,599,907
I will attach the photo and story of Kangeloo and her doll.
Also a picture of Elizabeth Groff, [200 Millionth Shoebox ] who is now 28

years old,  who says she will never forget receiving
a Shoebox gift from Samaritan's Purse when she was a child living
in an orphanage in Ukraine.  Later adopted (USA), she was with
Operation Christmas Child recently to lovingly place this special
Shoebox gift into the hands of another young orphan girl in Ukraine.
Many thanks again to you two for your encouragement.

May God bless you with a wonderful holiday in Madeira.
Love from Diane”
The story of Kangeloo and her doll would not reproduce easily in Pewtalk but if you are
interested Norman may be able to email a copy to you…………

Stamps
I have for some time  been collecting stamps left the boxes in our two
Churches for various Charities.
I have now realised that I should be more organised and collect the stamps for the Royal
National Institute for the Blind.
Sheila and I have an affinity with the RNIB as Sheila’s Mum and Great Grandma suffered
from Maculear Degeneration which can result in blindness.
Collecting stamps can make a real difference to the lives of blind and partially sighted people
across the UK.
If you can collect used stamps from your cards, letters and parcels through the post using
postage stamps please help it’s an easy way of supporting the RNIB that won’t cost a penny
and it is an opportunity to recycle all unwanted stamps.
RNIB do prefer post 2008 UK Issues as they are more valuable  than older stamps, due to
their scarcity as the use of postage stamps declines.



You do need to leave a cm or 0.40 of an inch of paper border around the stamp or leave envelopes
or parts of envelopes for me to sort.
RNIB will recycle them in to much needed funds by selling the stamps by weight £20 per kilogram
which helps more people with sight loss and access to the advice and help they need.

Norman

Canvey Island Local Post

Did you know that Local Post Offices can produce their own stamps. The nearest such LPO to
us is I believe Canvey Island The set of stamps consists of two postal rates; ”Standard (foot) and
Express (Cycle) mail stamps plus an  “Official” stamp as required for Postmaster mail. However
the “Official” stamp is authorised for us for all post as required rate addition or exhaustion of
normal stamp stock.
The attractive stamps design shows the historic armorial prior to the 1972 England local

government reorganisation , when Canvey Island lost it’s Urban District Council status and was
forced into amalgamation with what they refer to as mainland local government.
Canvey Island  have produced a total of 300 “Standard” and “Express” stamps have been
produced plus 150 “Official” stamps .
I was most surprised to discover that Canvey produced it’s open stamps . If you need the stamps
they are available from the Agents Alpha Thermatics on eBid UK and on eBay UK.

Norman
If you are intrigued by this story (as I was) there is more information on the internet at:-
https://www.canveypost.org/ ……………….Ed

Remembering Sir Christopher Wren - by Tim Lenton
It was 300 years ago, on 8th March 1723, that English architect Sir Christopher Wren died at the
age of 90. Best known for designing St Paul’s Cathedral, he was also a ground-breaking anatomist,
astronomer and physicist.
A founder of the Royal Society, Wren served as its president from 1680 to 1682 and was highly
regarded by such eminent scientists as Isaac Newton and Blaise Pascal. But it is as an architect
that he is best known: beside St Paul’s, regarded as his masterpiece and completed in 1710, he
directed the rebuilding of 52 churches after the Great Fire of London in 1666 – though he did not
work alone, heading a team of creative minds that included Nicholas Hawksmoor.

https://www.canveypost.org/


First crossing of Antartica - by Tim Lenton
The first land crossing of Antarctica was completed 65 years ago, on 2nd

March 1958, by the Commonwealth Trans-Antarctic Expedition, led by
Vivian Fuchs. The team of 12 men travelled 2,158 miles from Shackleton
Base to Scott Base (via the South Pole) in 99 days, using six vehicles.
The journey – nearly 22 miles a day, much of it in appalling conditions
and obstructed by huge crevasses – started from the Weddell Sea and
ended at McMurdo Sound. It was well prepared and strongly supported.
The advance team at the Shackleton Base had to over-winter in weather

much more severe than they had anticipated, but still they
remained healthy.
Mount Everest conqueror Edmund Hillary, starting at the ‘end’,
was responsible for laying supplies for the crossing party and
forging a route for vehicles through the western mountains, but
he and his group also made an unscheduled dash for the Pole,
becoming in the process the third group to reach it, and the first
to do so in vehicles.
The expedition had been timed to cash in on the worldwide interest created by the
International Geophysical Year, a global project designed to stimulate scientific co-operation.
Under the patronage of Queen Elizabeth II, the expedition was funded by the United Kingdom,
New Zealand, Australia and South Africa. The continent was not crossed again until 1981.
Fuchs, whose determination was key to the expedition’s success, was the son of a German
immigrant and his British wife. He was educated as a geologist – a profession he chose so
that he could pursue his interest in the outdoors. He was knighted on his return to the UK
and became one of very few explorers to whom the Royal Geographical Society has awarded
a Special Gold Medal. He also became Director of the British Antarctic Survey until 1973 and
was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society the following year.

Born at East Knoyle in Wiltshire, Wren was the only surviving son of Christopher Wren the Elder,
who became Dean of Windsor. He was a sickly child but lived a long life, despite his family being
affected by the Civil Wars that broke out in 1642. He married twice, but both his wives died very
early – one of smallpox and the other of tuberculosis. Although Wren lived 90 years, he was
married for only nine of them, but had four children.
Two factors may have contributed to Wren’s success as an architect: one was basic – his decision
to move into that field because of the dearth of architects in the mid-17th century; the other was
more dramatic – the Great Fire of London, which necessitated so much rebuilding in the city and
gave him the opportunity to shine.
Robert Hooke, the scientist and architect who was a friend of Wren, said:  "Since the time of
Archimedes there scarce ever met in one man in so great perfection such a mechanical hand
and so philosophical a mind."



A few months ago Kim and I were in the Southend Bible bookshop to buy a confirmation
present. While there I saw Pastor Mick Fleming’s book ‘Blown Away’. Many of us will have
seen him on the television news and ‘Songs of Praise’. While on holiday I read the book and
found the account of his life fascinating. I had planned to write a review for Pewtalk but then
found this item by the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St. Albans, Herts,
and a former communications director for the C of E. in ‘Parish Pump. I thoroughly recommend
reading the book which is also available in a ‘kindle’ edition.   Chris Ford

Burnley ministers tell their stories via TV
At the height of the Covid pandemic, the work of two Christian ministers
in Burnley, Lancashire, moved TV viewers across the world. They were
filmed by a BBC crew handing out food parcels and seeking to help people
suffering deeply because of the lockdown.
The two men – Pastor Mick Fleming and Father Alex Frost – have now
published books telling their remarkable stories.
In ‘Blown Away: From Drug Dealer to Life Bringer,’ (SPCK) Mick Fleming
tells how he struggled with a traumatic childhood and turned to drugs and to crime, but
ultimately came to faith following a series of events that many will call miraculous.
He explains how he launched ‘Church on the Street’ in Burnley – one of the poorest parts of
England – after he sat on the ground outside McDonald’s “with a suitcase of clothes, tea and
coffee in flasks, and sandwiches, and a packet of cigarettes in my pocket.”
Pastor Mick tells how angry he felt when the churches closed their doors during the Covid
lockdowns. People were suffering, going hungry and the Church was, he writes, nowhere to
be seen.
In ‘Our Daily Bread’ (Harper North), the Rev Alex Frost gives telling insights into what Christian
ministry is like in Britain in the 2020s, serving some of the country’s poorest people. He shows
the role played by one Church of England priest, and his church, in serving the people of his
Burnley parish, as they face life’s challenges and setbacks.
He writes “Here, in a deprived northern town, where the headlines usually scream poverty and
destitution, there is also an undaunted spirit and an unwavering survival instinct. People here
are stronger than you could ever imagine.”
Father Alex tells the stories of some of the people with whom he ministers, under headings
such as Love, Broken, Calling, Grief and Transformation. As he tells their stories, he reveals
his own, including working as a football referee, stand-up comic and an Argos store manager.
Father Alex weaves his own story among those of the parishioners he serves.
He writes, with passion, “I want to see the Church of England change dramatically, coming
out of its middle-class bubble, its ‘Waitrose worship’ and start to represent who we are as a
nation now.”



Thurrock Foodbank Lenten Appeal
At the moment there are increasing demands on the foodbank and so they have created this
Lent appeal for food. If you can help, your donations can be left at St. Francis on Wednesday
or Thursday morning or at St. Catherine’s on a Sunday if that helps.





PARISH DIARY FOR  MARCH
All services and events  may be changed in the light

of any COVID developments.
Please see our weekly newsletter for the latest

Information.  It can be found on our

         1 Mar   Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
         2 Mar Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm
         3 Mar   Funeral and burial at St. Catherine’s     12noon
  World Day of Prayer at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Tilbury    2pm
         4 Mar Church cleaning at St. Catherine’s     10.00am-noon

         5 Mar    2nd Sunday of Lent
‘Worshipping Together’ at St. Catherine’s 10.00am

     Baptism at St. Catherine’s    12noon
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s    4.30pm

        6 Mar   Bible study and Fellowship Group     10-30am-noon
        8 Mar   Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
        9 Mar Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      12 Mar    3rd Sunday of Lent
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am

      13 Mar  Meeting of the P.C.C. at St. Francis       2.00pm
      15 Mar    Mid-week Holy Communion at St. Francis     10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      16 Mar  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      19 Mar    4th Sunday of Lent - Mothering Sunday
‘Worshipping Together’ at St. Catherine’s    10.00am

            Café style Holy Communion at St. Francis     4.30pm
      20 Mar   Bible study and Fellowship Group     10-30am-noon
      22 Mar    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis     10.00am
                      Then the community support ‘drop-in’   10.30am-noon
      23 Mar  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm
      25 Mar  Lent lunch of soup and bread at St. Francis                     1.00pm
                              ************* CLOCKS GO FORWARD TONIGHT ***************
      26 Mar   5th Sunday of Lent

Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s    10.00am
      29 Mar    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support ‘drop-in’   10.30am-noon



Life Events during February

Baptisms
  19 February   Olivia Bellinger
Weddings

None
Thanksgiving for a Marriage and Renewal of Vows (10 years) -

25th February -  John & Leah Coveney

Committal of ashes
None

Funerals
  7 February   Bridgett Proudfoot
Burials

None

Save the Date - National Day of Reflection
& Great Daffodil Appeal 2023

For the third year running, Marie Curie will lead the National Day of
Reflection on Thursday 23rd March.
It is a day for everyone to remember loved ones who have died, and to
support people who are grieving. There will be a minute's silence at noon,
a nationwide network of Walls of Reflection, and a series of grief-themed
online events.
Taking place on the third anniversary that the UK went into lockdown,
the National Day of Reflection raises awareness of the impact of grief on our lives and of the
need for better support. Millions of people across the UK – adults as well as children – are
grieving now and need support, whether in the workplace, at home, in schools or across
communities.
The National Day of Reflection also ties in with the charity's flagship annual fundraising appeal
in March – the Great Daffodil Appeal – with people donating and wearing one of their iconic
daffodil pin badges. Every year thousands of supporters from across the UK come together
to raise money to support the charity's nurses, doctors, and hospice staff so they can continue
to provide expert care to people at end of life, and their families.
More details at:-

www.mariecurie.org.uk/dayofreflection



Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road

Linford, SS17 0PU
T:   01375 675863
E:   pewtalk@talktalk.net

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754 email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

PEWTALK Editor

The Services
 1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
 1st Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
 3rd Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy

Communion (Café style).
  2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.

Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or

Patricia Strong at:

patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com

mailto:warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
mailto:warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com

